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Aim: Was the Indian decolonization caused by the failures of the British, or 

the successes of the Indians? 

DAY ONE 

Aim: What is decolonization, and why was there an increase after the end of World War II? 
Review of Imperialism 

Directions: Fill in the following definitions as your fellow students read them aloud. 




Colony: 



Imperialism: 



"Chinese Imperialism" from "Le Petit Journal", 16th January 1898. 



Name 2 examples of imperialism, using your knowledge of social studies. 



Decolonization: 



Self-determination: 



How are the terms "decolonization" and "self-determination" related? 



Colonial Empires in 1914 

Directions: View the following map and answer the questions below. 

Colonial Possessions of Britain, France, and Germany: 1914 




1) Which continent was the most heavily colonized in 1914? 



2) What were the racial and cultural differences between the colonial powers and the 
colonized regions? 



3) Why do you think these European nations held on to these colonies? 



4) In your opinion, did Europeans at this time believe that the colonies could rule 
themselves? Why or why not? 



Perspectives on Imperialism 

Directions: Read the following quotations. Decide whether you agree or disagree with the 
statement, and explain why. Then, compare your opinion with your partner. 



John Gunther (American journalist), Inside Africa, 1955 : "The benefits the colonial 
system brought to Africa, even if it brought abuses too, are incontestable. Perhaps much of 
what the whites did was selfish, since it was for the benefit of the white communities 
themselves; nevertheless the record stands for itself. The Europeans may have ravaged a 
continent, but they also opened it up to civilization. Colonialism made today's nationalism 
possible, and opened the way for democracy. 

Agree □ Disagree □ 

Why? Explain your answer. 



Name of Partner: 



What was your partner's opinion about the quote? Explain it in your own words. 
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Jomo Kenyatta, African Nationalist Leader, 1938 : "There certainly are some progressive 
ideas among the Europeans .... But so far the Europeans. . .have not in reality transferred this 
to the Africans . . . .They rob him of his government, condemn his religious ideas, and ignore 
his ideas of justice and morals. . .Europeans have robbed the African of the material 
foundations of his culture, and reduced him to an inferior state that goes against human 
happiness. The African. . .realizes the he must fight for his own complete emancipation; for 
without this he is doomed to remain the prey of rival imperialisms, which in every 
successive year will drive their fangs more deeply into his vitality and strength." 

Agree □ Disagree □ 

Why? Explain your answer. 



Name of Partner: 



What was your partner's opinion about the quote? Explain it in your own words. 
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After 1945: The Heyday of Decolonization 

Directions: Read the following source about decolonization after World War II. 



The reasons for this accelerated decolonization [after World War II] were threefold. 

—First, the two postwar superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union, preferred 
to exert their might by indirect means of penetration — ideological, economic, and 
military — often supplanting previous colonial rulers; both the United States and the 
Soviet Union took up positions opposed to colonialism. 

— Second, the mass revolutionary movements of the colonial world fought colonial wars 
that were expensive and bloody. 

—Third, the war-weary public of Western Europe eventually refused any further 
sacrifices to maintain overseas colonies. 

In general, those colonies that offered neither concentrated resources nor strategic 
advantages and that harboured no European settlers won easy separation from their 
overlords. 

-Excerpt from the Encyclopedia Britannica 



1) Is this a primary or secondary source? How do you know? 



2) What happened to Western Europe's overseas colonies in the years following World 
War II? 



3) Which do you think is the most important reason for the acceleration of decolonization? 
Why did you choose that reason? 
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DAY TWO 

Aim: What factors led to the Indian Independence Movement? 
Great Britain's Domination of India 

Directions: Read the following source and respond to the questions below. 



In 1900, India was part of the British Empire. . . . 

For most of the Nineteenth Century, India was ruled by the British. India was considered the 
jewel in the crown of the British Empire. Queen Victoria had been made Empress of India 
and the British had a major military presence in India. Indian nationals had no say in central 
government and even at a local level, their influence on policy and decision making was 
minimal. 

Indian nationalism had been growing since the mid- 1800s. Many upper-class Indians who 
attended British schools learned European views of nationalism and democracy. Two groups 
formed to rid Indian of foreign rule: the primarily Hindu Indian National Congress, or 
Congress Party, in 1885, and the Muslim League in 1906. 

- Excerpt from historylearningsite.co.uk 



1) Describe the political power that Indian nationals held in the 19 century. 



2) What changed for Indians in the mid-1800s? 



3) What is one reason that this change took place? 



4) Who were the two groups that formed to throw off British rule? 



5) Why might these two groups cause problems for Indian independence? 
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Desire for Independence Grows 

Directions: Analyze the following photographs and answer the questions below. 




77ie Indian Army formed and dispatched seven expeditionary Early arrivals in France from the Royal Indian Army Service 

forces overseas during World War I. Corps and Veterinary Corps, 1 940 



1) What can you infer about the men in these photographs? 



2) What nation do you think the Indians were fighting for in World Wars I and II? 



3) Do you think these men would have fought in Europe if India had not part of the British 
Empire? 



4) Make an inference: how do you think these men expected to be treated by the British 
government when they returned home to India? 



7 



British Injustices - Rowlatt Acts of 1919 

Directions: Read the following source and answer the questions below. 



Britain Reacts to Increased Indian Nationalism 

As early as 1917 the Indian government, afraid that the situation was slipping away from them, 
appointed a Mr. S.A.T. Rowlatt (a Scottish judge) to investigate revolutionary conspiracies. The 
Rowlatt commission reported in July 1918. It isolated Bengal, Bombay and Punjab as centres of 
revolutionary activity and recommended that the old wartime controls should be used there to 
contain the situation. These included imprisonment without trial, trial by judges sitting without a 
jury, censorship and house arrest of suspects. These proposals were incorporated into the Rowlatt 
Acts, passed in March 1919.... 



1) What were the Rowlatt Acts? 



2) What natural rights did the Rowlatt Acts take away? 



3) What happens to a society where the media is censored and the right to protest is 
removed? 
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Violence Erupts: The Amritsar Massacre of 1919 



Directions: To protest the Rowlatt Acts, around 10,000 Hindus and Muslims flocked to the city 
of Amritsar, intending to fast, pray, and listen to political speeches. Most were unaware that the 
British Government had banned public meetings. Watch the following clip of the events in 
Amritsar and answer the questions below. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B2t7k6fQ9i0mbDFfX3NzaW43bkE/edit 

1) Is this clip from a documentary or a movie? How can you tell? 



2) What did the Indian speech-maker believe about resisting British rule? 



3) Compare and contrast the Amritsar Massacre and the Tiananmen Square protests. 



Similarities 


Differences 







3) Do you think these actions by British soldiers crushed the nationalist movement, or 
made it stronger? Why? 
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DAY THREE 

Aim: How did Gandhi 's belief in non-violence help India resist British imperialism? 
Who was Gandhi? 

Directions: Read the following source and answer the questions below. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, more commonly known as 'Mahatma' (meaning 'Great 
Soul') was born in Porbandar, Gujarat, in North West India, on 2nd October 1869, into a 
Hindu Modh family. His father was the Chief Minister of Porbandar, and his mother's 
religious devotion meant that his upbringing was infused with the. . .pacifist teachings of 
mutual tolerance [and] non-injury to living beings. . . . 

...in 1916, Gandhi developed his practice of non-violent civil disobedience, which is the 
refusal to obey laws as a way of forcing the government to do or change something. . . .He 
also encouraged oppressed villagers to improve their own circumstances, leading peaceful 
strikes and protests. His fame spread, and he became widely referred to as 'Mahatma' or 
'Great Soul'. 

As his fame spread, so his political influence increased: by 1921 he was leading the Indian 
National Congress. . . .He also instigated a boycott of British goods and institutions, and his 
encouragement of mass civil disobedience led to his arrest, on 10th March 1922, and trial on 
sedition charges, for which he served 2 years, of a 6-year prison sentence. 



1) How did Gandhi's upbringing affect his beliefs? 



2) What is civil disobedience? 



3) What are some examples of peaceful resistance that Gandhi led in India? 



4) How do you think Gandhi would have viewed the American Revolution? Explain. 



10 



Truth Force or Soul Force 

Directions: Read the following source and answer the questions below. 




Gandhi - Chapter XVII, Hind Swaraj 

Passive resistance is a method of securing rights 
by personal suffering; it is the reverse of 
resistance by arms. When I refuse to do a thing 
that is repugnant to my conscience, I use soul- 
force. For instance, the government of the day 
has passed a law which is applicable to me: if, by 
using violence, I force the government to repeal 
the law, I am employing what may be termed 
body-force. If I do not obey the law and accept 
the penalty for its breach, I use soul-force. It 
involves sacrifice of self. 



1) What is passive resistance? 



2) How is soul-force different from body-force? 



3) What do Gandhi's writings suggest about his view of suffering? 
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Boycotts and the Homespun Movement 

Directions: View the video clip and answer the following questions. 




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBQkTNvSy-Y 
1) How does Gandhi suggest that Indians defy the British? 



2) Why does Gandhi advocate a boycott of British cloth? 



3) What is "homespun cloth"? How will wearing homespun cloth lessen Britain's power 
over India? 
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Salt March 

Directions: Watch the video and answer the questions below. 




2) Why were Indian citizens not allowed to produce their own salt? 



3) What did Gandhi decide to do? 



4) How did British authorities respond to the illegal activity of making salt? 



5) Critical Thinking; Do you think that civil disobedience could be a more successful 
method than violence? Explain why or why not. 
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DAY FOUR 

Aim: How did the mounting tensions between Hindus and Muslims result in Partition ? 



Independence Brings Divisions to the Forefront 

Directions: Read the secondary source and analyze the chart. Then, answer the questions below. 

India had long been home to two main religious groups. 
In the 1940s, India had approximately 350 million 
Hindus and about 100 million Muslims. The Indian 
National Congress was India's national political party; 
most members were Hindus. 

From the late 19th century, some of the Muslim political 
elites in northern India felt increasingly threatened by 
British devolution of power, which by the logic of 
numbers would mean the dominance of the majority 
Hindu community. 

Seeking power and a political voice in the imperial 
structure, they organised themselves into a party to 
represent their interests, founding the Muslim League. 
The leader of the Muslim League, Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, famously stated, "The only thing the Muslim has 
in common with the Hindu is his slavery to the British." 

1) In paragraph 2, what is meant by the phrase "devolution of power"? 



2) Who was Muhammad Ali Jinnah? 



3) What does Jinnah 's quotation reveal about his willingness to cooperate with Hindu 
nationals? 



4) What does Jinnah fear will happen after Britain leaves India? 



Main Religious 
Groups in India: 
1940 




■ Hindus 

■ Muslims 
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Partition - 1947 



Directions: View the political cartoon and read the secondary source. Then, answer the questions 
below. 

India won independence in August 1947, following 
a nationalist struggle lasting nearly three 
decades. . ..Unfortunately, it was accompanied by the largest 
mass migration in human history of some ten million, when 
India was divided into separate Hindu and Muslim nations. 
This decision, which created the Muslim nation of Pakistan, 
was called Partition. 

As many as one million civilians died in the 
accompanying riots and local -level fighting, particularly in 
the western region of Punjab which was cut in two by the 
border. One explanation for the chaotic manner in which the 
two independent nations came into being is the hurried 
nature of the British withdrawal. This was announced soon 
after the victory of the Labour Party in the British general 
election of July 1945, amid the realisation that the British 
state, devastated by war, could not afford to hold on to its 
over-extended empire. 



1) Why did Britain withdraw from India so quickly? 



2) What was Partition? What did it do? 



3) What do you see in the political cartoon? 



4) What does the cartoonist believe about Partition? 
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Photographs of Partition: Analysis Worksheet - Photo # 



A. Observation 

Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the image and then examine 
individual items in the image. Use the chart below to write down your observations. List people, 
objects and activities in the image. 



People 


Objects 


Activities 









B. Deductions 

Based on your observations above, list three things you might deduce from this image. 



2). 



3) 



C. Questions 

What questions does this image raise in your mind? List two. 



2) 



How might you go about finding answers for your questions? 
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Homework #8 

1. Directions: Read Chapter 30 Section 4, Chapter 34 Section 1 

2. Directions: For each term or name, create a flashcard by writing two sentences 
explaining its significance on a 4 x 6 ruled white index card. 3 POINTS PER CARD 

a. RowlattActs g. Muslim League 

b. Amritsar Massacre h. Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

c. Mohandas K. Gandhi i. Partition 

d. Civil disobedience j. Jawaharlal Nehru 

e. Salt March k. Indira Gandhi 

f. Congress Party 1. Benazir Bhutto 

3. Directions: Create a timeline using the following dates. 2 POINTS PER CORRECT 
EVENT 

a. 1919 (2 events) e. July 16 th , 1947 

b. 1920 f. January 30, 1948 

c. 1930 g. August 15, 1947 

d. 1935 h. March 26, 1971 

4. Directions: Answer the following questions by writing complete sentences. 5 POINTS 
PER ANSWER 

a. How did Gandhi's tactics of civil disobedience affect the British? 

b. Why did British officials partition India into India and Pakistan? 
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